Old Truths in New Sayings
Pop culture provides us with a number of quick aphorisms; advice that seems to hold the answers to life’s issues. I came across this list of 20 “truths” which are certainly pithy, and all hold their own bits of truth, but as I reflected on this list, I found the ideas contained in them mirror a lot of the teachings and wisdom found in scripture.
I’m offering you a starting place to cross reference these ideas. Now, none of these scriptures are word for word the same thought as our pop culture idioms, but most are reflections on the same idea.
Contemporary literature, theater, and film, often spin intricate webs of stories primarily for purposes of entertainment, but usually we can find lessons to apply to our lives. The protagonist is faced with a difficult challenge or decision by an antagonist and only by a series of courageous choices and risky alliances is able to finally succeed. Or a young person discovers inner truths about life as they grow up. Or many ways to spin influence on relationships. 
None of the stories we can imagine today are really new. The threads of all the tales of conquest and conflict, romance and restoration, dedication and deceit; it’s all found in the pages of the Bible. The wisdom of the ages is found there as well as human depravity. 
It's no wonder so many biblical expressions have found their way into today’s vernacular. 
The writing on the wall; The salt of the earth; A drop in the bucket; Wolf in sheep's clothing; Go the extra mile; Skin of my teeth; A labor of love; The powers that be; He gave up the ghost.
All of these are found first in the Bible. Doesn’t it make sense that we should all become more familiar with what’s actually in the pages of scripture, so we can be in a position to share God’s wisdom when the opportunity arises, because it surely will.
So please read these modern thoughts and spend some time in the Word looking up the references I have suggested. Even better, find me a better scripture reference to use. God is always speaking to us. 
. 
20 sentences I wish I'd read sooner in life:

1. Action is the antidote to anxiety. Luke 12:35
2. You get 4,000 weeks if you're lucky, stop waiting. Acts 22:16
3. Notice the people who bring out your favorite version of yourself.  2 Corinthians 13:11
4. You teach people how to treat you by what you tolerate. Psalm 101:5
5. Growth happens when you do things you feel unqualified to do. Luke 13:24
6. "The cave you fear to enter holds the treasure you seek"  Proverbs 24:3-4
7. If you don't schedule your priorities, someone else will. Matthew 6:33
8. The most dangerous addiction is the approval of other people.  Galatians 1:10
9. Burnout happens when you treat rest as a reward rather than a right. Matthew 11:29
10. You'll never regret investing in your health, learning, or relationships. Luke 11:34
11. Normalize not having an opinion on things you aren't informed on. Proverbs 18:2
12. The only person who magically shows up to save you, is you. Ephesians 4:24
13. Your habits are the silent architects of your life. Psalm 89:14
14. Discipline is choosing what you want most over what you want now.  Proverbs 10:17
15. The people who matter won't leave you for having boundaries. 2 Chronicles 20:17b
16. Your worth isn't tied to your productivity. Luke 12:7
17. Reach out to people just because they crossed your mind. 2 Thessalonians 1:3
18. Not everything requires your reaction. Silence is a response too. Proverbs 10:31
19. Action creates motivation, not the other way around.  Galatians 6:4
20. "You can literally change your life any day. You can wake up tomorrow and decide you want something different."  Matthew 18:3
[image: A close-up of a signature
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Prayers for September 2025
Monday 
I need your help today mighty God. I need your grace; I feel the weight of my sin and it grieves me. Thank you for loving me not just for one day, but for always. Give me strength to release my guilt. Your mercy is forever.

Tuesday
So many do not know you Lord, who do not understand what a loving relationship with Jesus Christ means. Just as You led me to know You Lord, open every eye to see that You are the loving Creator. Place me where I can serve You.

Wednesday
God, the beauty of this earth speaks of Your majesty. The rivers and lakes, the trees, the ridges, the valleys are your creation, a reflection of Your goodness. Thank you for connecting me to nature and allowing me to see You all around me.

Thursday
Teacher, Your wisdom prevails. Please Lord, place holy counsel in my path. Humble me to seek mentorship that allows me to grow in faith. Let me rely on You and on those who are wiser than I.

Friday
Today Lord, I think of those who have lost connection with our church and with You. Open the way for them to return to our circle of fellowship and caring. Use me to offer a word of invitation and kindness. Holy Spirit, ignite our souls to fill the lonely places with faith.

Saturday
Creator God, you are worthy of all my attention, praise, worship, and love. Your works are amazing beyond anything I can ever express. Help me be a light that shines to you today. Give me words of compassion. Show me how to serve you. 
Sunday
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I; for you are my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy. ~Psalm 61:2-3

Pastor Pam will be out of the office September 22-26. Lay Servant John Firehawk will be sharing the message on September 27-28.
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If you know of someone who would like to have Communion but is unable to attend church, please call the office. The Caring and Sharing Committee will take a pre-filled Communion cup and Communion Liturgy to share communion. We would greatly appreciate it if anyone would like to assist with visiting those who are unable to come to worship.  Please let Mary Williams or the church office know.
Please pray for:
Our Country         		Connie Gillings
Our Troops			Bob Vissar
Our Students               	Barb Bartsoff
John Bartsoff			Nikki Borum
Ruthie Fullerton		Family of Alice Mixter
Gary Rehberg 		Ruth Hoyle
Paula Wilson			Teresa Rudolph
Nicole Dryer

PRAYER REQUESTS
[image: A group of flowers in front of a brick wall]Do you know someone you would like us to pray for? Please contact the office, Pastor Pam, or visit our website and click on the "Let Us Pray for You" picture and fill out the form.

COLLEGE STUDENT CONTACT LIST
When students are away from home, there’s a great deal of comfort found in a card, a letter, or an email from home. Every year, we provide a list of addresses for our college students so you can send a bit of cheer and let them know they are loved and cared for by the church family. We’ve added student birthdays to the list as well. Please pick up a copy of the list and take a few minutes to send a note of encouragement to our students. Add a prayer for their faith journey as well. 

We Raised the Roof
Generous giving by members and the matching funds by our benefactor allowed us to raise plenty for the roof replacement. The last collection on August 24 was $379 - $40 in pennies, plus another $100 in other coins!! The counting team had a long morning. Thank you to all who supported the project by giving up the cost of something small and instead contributing that amount to the roof fund. Everyone’s efforts made a large project do-able. We are looking forward to our new metal roof in the next two months.
[bookmark: _Hlk204350976]
Oscoda UMC Memorial Garden
and Church Yard Thriving With Care
The season of 2025 has seen changes and growth in our garden. Special thanks to families that have recently given memorials to the Garden to honor Bob and Rene Quinge, Jane Sanderson and William and Josephine Rounds and Helen Webster's years of work and love in our church. These gifts have enabled continued growth and change for a renewed source of Peace in the Garden. Please forgive me if I have failed to acknowledge a new gift.
Grateful and loving thanks to gardeners who have helped to care for the garden:  Van Webber, Anne Killingbeck and  David Heacock and Alex Gale who has joined our team this summer;  Mel Bowie &  Penny Zacharias helped tidy up this spring; Martin Gayeski who worked on the water and fountain set up; Kaden Schirmer and his friend who helped to install the Nameplate panel to its summer location in the garden; and God bless our advisors. Special thanks to Dillon Hohl, Arborist, and Carol Skillman, Master Gardener, for their expert advice and leadership to our crew. Dillon Hohl was particularly important for his fine advice in the survival of the Cut Leaf Maple in the garden last year and Carl’s Weeping Cherry tree next to the church sign on Dwight St. Dillon identified a bacterial canker disease and bugs which had plagued it for a few years and I'm hopeful these can be successfully fought off each year. 
Last spring, Van successfully moved the Dwarf Korean Lilac to the parsonage back yard, where it can be seen from our fellowship hall, tucked in by the protective edge of the garage.Thank you for all your work on the transplants and continued care of the church yard. Van is responsible for the majority of the church yard plantings, trimming, and care! Jeff Senn and David Heacock handle the mowing!!
The large bushes and tree removal have given way to additional day lilies, iris and two Clematis. This fall we’ll be adding Blue Phlox and Blue Allium. . A Citronella has calmed the aphid infestation on the rose bush and a Silver Mound has been enjoyed as bedding by the Fowler Toad Family. All of the garden plants have small copper signs at their base so they may be identified and we even have a garden map.
The new fountain has created a new peace and calm with its quiet pouring from bowl to bowl. It is now automatically filled with a watering timer. An additional timer regularly waters the plantings.
All in all the Garden is beginning to care for its general needs. Its plants love to be trimmed and visited often. You all are invited to stop in whenever the church is open to enjoy the garden!!!! If you would like to join our gardening team. Mid October will mark the beginning of the winter season: plants will be cut back, the fountain drained and removed, and the furniture wiped down and stored until spring. If you are interested in helping this season or next, please let me know.
God has blessed the memory of the dear souls in our garden, the workers who have tirelessly cared for the garden over the past 30 years and the gifts which have brought beauty and peace.
Sincerely, 
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	Debbie O’Farrell			09/01
	Brenda Knaack			09/03
	Casey Lee			09/03
	Nancy Andrina			09/04
	Wally Pamame			09/04
	Jennifer Zacharias			09/04
	Andrea Bickel			09/05
	John Hoyle			09/05
	Carley Powroznik			09/05
	Marilynn Thompson		09/11
	Dorothy Wells			09/11
	David Bowie			09/13
	Dillon Gaines			09/13
	Judy Shuler			09/18
	Cindy Fulton			09/24
	John Novak			09/25
	Wayne Schultz			09/27
[image: 710+ Happy Anniversary Font Stock Photos, Pictures & Royalty-Free Images -  iStock]	Denise Shirkey			09/29
Bill & Donna Bickel			09/01
Peter & Connie Simpson		09/01
Phil & Brenda Knaack			09/12
John & Pat Novak			09/09
Johnathan & Debra Schirmer		09/16

OUMC FELLOWSHIP HOSTS NEEDED
Thank you so much to all who volunteered for the month of August!  Please consider this wonderful outreach and hospitality ministry sometime.  It is a wonderful way to meet fellow church members and new friends.  The Signup sheet is in the fellowship hall.  
September 7 –  Mission Outreach Team
September 14 – 
September 21 – 
September 28 – 

[image: Children & Youth Ministry]OUMC GROUP OPPORTUNITIES
[image: South Carolina Men N Ministry]UNITED METHODIST MEN
The mission of the United Methodist Men is to encourage and educate men through prayer, fellowship, and support. The next UMM breakfast meeting is September 13, at 8:30am at Desi’s.  All men are welcome. 
UMM POTATO DROP OCTOBER 6
[image: ]The UMM is hosting a potato distribution project October 6 with the Society of St. Andrew. UMM will receive a truck of about 20 pallets of 2,000 pounds each of potatoes to distribute. Several pallets have been reserved by area food centers with the balance to be distributed to local persons.  Any remaining potatoes will be added to the pantry or the monthly distribution at the high school.
UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
[image: A logo with text on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]We are group of women who work to help in missions in the USA and other locations around the world.  We meet the third Thursday of every month at 1pm.  The women meet Thursday, September 18, at 1pm in the library.  

UWF BIRTHDAY POTLUCK
On Sunday August  24, the UWF hosted our a Birthday Potluck. Those attending enjoyed a true potluck feast and sat together with others from their birthday month as a way to get to know each other. 
UWF ANNUAL FALL BAZAAR 
and RUMMAGE SALE October 11
UWF hosts their annual fall bazaar October 11 from 10am to 3pm in the fellowship hall.  Crafters may rent a table; $15 for members and $20 for non-members. If you or if you know of anyone who would like to reserve space, please have them call 989-739-8591 or email the office at umcoscoda@gmail.com.  People can sell crafts, art, and food if they want.  It should be exciting! 
Get your rummage ready. We can accept rummage for the sale starting October 6.


YOUTH GROUP
The Youth Mission Team gave their report to all three congregations on August 2 and 3. Maya Lopez did a solo presentation for the contemporary service on Saturday evening. She was joined by the rest of the team for the Sunday “Breakfast Worship”  and the Oscoda Indian Mission Church.  Thanks to May and Avery Lopez, Kelsey and Logan Kloska, and leader Jeff Senn.
They team shared their experiences of their trip during July 6-11 to Pittsburg, PA as they spent a week working on projects such as sorting shoes and helping with a children’s program. The week was life-changing for the students, to see first hand how different life experiences can be. Each day included multiple devotion times and reflections.
The Youth group will meet on September 14 and 28 at 6 pm. 

  MISSION AND OUTREACH
[image: A logo with hands and text

Description automatically generated]Get involved in supporting local ministries such as the baby pantry, food distribution, our church pantry, and more! Our next meeting is September 9, at 4:30 pm.  
We also have a “Helps Ministry” that focuses on helping people with tasks around their home that they are unable to do themselves.  During our last ice cream social, we raised $185 and added funds to bring the total up to $250.00. 
Our offering that day was initiated to support the Rio Texas Conference flood relief fund.  Thank you to those who gave generously to help those affected in the floods. 
In September, our mission focus is support for another United Methodist Church with their ministry shares. The Mission Outreach team meets the second Tuesday of every month in the library.  Come join us! 

[image: ]HEALING HEARTS
Healing Hearts grief support group will meet on Friday, September 12, at 2pm in the church library. This group is led by Bob Karr and Gail Getty. 
This is a faith-based program. These sessions are open to anyone of any denomination who may be dealing with the loss of a loved one.


[image: A group of men sitting outside

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]OUMC River Road MuralFree Pantry Attendant Dates Open
NOON -2pm  M/W/F Sign Up Sheet In Foyer
Volunteers needed for our Little Food Pantry. Our pantry is open on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from Noon-2 pm.  Attendants commit to a 2-hour time slot and assist individuals who come to shop the pantry.  Please consider volunteering in this wonderful outreach ministry. Sign up in the foyer.
September
M1 – Labor Day – No Pantry
W3-Sharon & Ginny
F5-
M8-Cathy K
W10-Sharon & Ginny
F12-
M15- Sabrina
W17-Sharon & Ginny
F19-
M22-Sabrina
W24-Sharon & Ginny
F26-
M29- Sabrina
October
W1-Sharon & Ginny
F3-
M6-Sabrina
W8- Sharon & Ginny
F10-                                      
M13-Sabrina
W15- Sharon & Ginny
F17-
M20-Sabrina
W22- Sharon & Ginny
F24-                                                  
M27-Sabrina
W29- Sharon & Ginny
F31-                                                                 
                                                     
           Little Food Pantry Needs
Canned vegetables, canned fruit, peanut butter, jelly, Ramen Noodles/Cup O Noodles, Vegetable oil, canned meat (chicken, tuna), flour, sugar, salt, pepper, granola bars, bread, powdered milk.
Toiletries (soap, shampoo, toothpaste) Laundry detergent, Dish soap, Household cleaners 

         
                                                                         
                              
												




Several handprints have been added to our River Road Mural. After worship services on August 16 and 17, members Belinda Kusibab and Tom Lemcool added paint to palms and helped people press their handprint against the fence. Belinda is adding more flowers and will add a final scripture to the sky. Thanks for sharing your talent Belinda and adding beauty to our parking lot and the community. Above, Bob Vissar adds his pink print to the fence with help from David Heacock and Tom Lemcool.  If you missed the opportunity to add your print to the wall, don’t worry – more painting parties will be scheduled. And if you have mobility issues, we have a team who will get you to the top of the hill in a wheelchair. Just ask Bob!

GIVING MADE EASY
Did you know we offer electronic giving?  You can contribute anywhere, anytime, right from your computer, smartphone or tablet.  Give online by visiting our website at www.oscodaumc.com and clicking “Online Giving”.  Download our free Vanco Mobile app from the Apple Store or Google Play.  Get started today!!  All transactions are safe and secure.




[image: Food Pantry: Over 6,365 Royalty-Free Licensable Stock Illustrations &  Drawings | Shutterstock]
OUTSIDE GROUPS & EVENTS

[image: FISH Inc Tawas | Tawas City MI]F.I.S.H. September 22 1pm
FISH Inc. (Friends Immediately Sharing Help) Oscoda needs volunteers to answer the phone, at their residence, one day a month to assist families in need.    If you can help with this charitable organization or have any questions concerning responsibility, please call Jane 989-559-3040.

[image: ]HURON HOUSING HOPE September 22 3:30 pm
HHH is a group of community volunteers coordinated by OUMC, working to assist people who are experiencing housing insecurity. HHH provides emergency shelter supplies such as tents and sleeping bags. The bigger goal is to construct a tiny home community to give low income people an opportunity for an entry level home. If you would like to be involved, please contact Pastor Pam or Gerry Wilfong. 

BABY PANTRY DATES
September 9, 11am-4pm
September 23,  11am-4pm
106 Division St. Next to Myles Insurance. 
An appointment is necessary. 
Call Joyce at 989-739-1369.

[image: ]SALVATION ARMY 
Help with utilities, rent, gas for medical appointments, food pantry appointments, prescriptions, clothing, and some furniture.
Oscoda (989) 305-0751; Tawas (989) 305-2442

OSCODA SENIOR CENTER
Food Boost Program
Tuesdays: 10-1pm and Thursdays 5-8:30pm.
653 State St, Oscoda, MI 48750

SAINT JOHN’S CHRISTIAN CHARITY
Mobile Food Pantry 
Tuesdays and Fridays 9-10am
115 West First Street, Tawas City, MI 48763

MEALS ON WHEELS 
989-728-2206 Provides hot, nutritious meals delivered to the homebound.


OSCODA LIONS CLUB Can assist with eye exams, glasses, hearing aids, and handicap ramps.  Please call OUMC office 989-739-8581 or Kay Gaines at 989-739-2779 for application assistance.

Adult CPR & AED 
Classes in September
Vee Irvine will host another set of training sessions during the month of September:

Adult CPR and AED 
Thursday, September 11, 6 pm in the library.
First Aid 
Thursday September 25, 6 pm in the library.

Participants will receive a certificate of authenticity and each member who attends will be legally certified in the event of an actual emergency.  The CPR class will cost $35 and the First Aid class will cost $30.  Pre-registration is required. Please contact the church office or Vee Irvine if interested.

[image: Home - Gamblers Anonymous]GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS
Oscoda United Methodist Church is starting up a new ministry!  Beginning Tuesday September 2, at 6 pm in the library, the church will host a weekly meeting to assist those with a gambling addiction. If you or someone you know has a gambling problem, this meeting may help. Please call Denise 989-335-1492, should you have any questions.

COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS
For those who have lost children, the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m., Sacred Heart Church Family Center, 5300 N US 23, Oscoda 7:00 pm.  If the Oscoda Area Schools are closed due to the weather, the meeting will be canceled too.  For information, call 989-254-5888.

OGEMAW HILLS FREE CLINIC
Free Medical Care for adults 18 and older who lack health insurance, meet income guidelines, and live in Ogemaw or surrounding counties. Need more information or to make an appointment call: 989-345-7880.  
LIONS ARC BLOOD DRIVE Septmber 30
[image: HOSA Annual Blood Drive]Oscoda Lions Club and American Red Cross Blood Drive is Tuesday, September 30 in the OUMC Fellowship Hall. Members and friends are encouraged to donate.
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Leadership Board Interest Form, Oscoda UMC		 September 2025
If you would like to be considered for any leadership or ministry role in the church,
please complete this form. 

First Name: 					Last Name: 							

Phone 						Email 								

1. Describe your family and vocational life (3 sentences)



2. Share a story about your spiritual journey and what you are passionate about in ministry. (4 sentences)



3. Why do you feel called to be a part of the Leadership Board? (3 sentences)




4. Which service do you normally attend?         Saturday Casual	     Sunday Traditional

5. Which ministries have you participated in? Add others not listed.
	
	Food Pantry
	
	Loaves and Fishes
	
	Praise Band/Choir

	
	Mission Trip
	
	Memorial Garden
	
	Helps Team

	
	Confirmation Mentor
	
	Angel Tree
	
	Thanksgiving Dinner

	
	VBS
	
	Visitation
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



6. Check all committees and groups you have been a part of in the past. Add others not listed.
	
	United Women in Faith
	
	United Methodist Men
	
	Education/Sunday School Teacher

	
	SPRC
	
	Trustees
	
	Finance / Treasurer

	
	Nominations
	
	Mission/Outreach
	
	Hospitality

	
	Ushers/Greeters
	
	Communion Steward
	
	Worship

	
	Lay Leader
	
	Caring and Sharing
	
	Scholarships

	
	Library
	
	Technology
	
	Counting Team

	
	Nursery
	
	Liturgist
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



7. On question 5-6, please add a star by the committee, group, role, or ministries you would like to be a part of.


8. Are you willing to serve a three-year term (January 2026 – December 2028)? 	    Yes		  No

If No, what length of time are you willing to serve?				


9. Are you willing to attend a one day leadership retreat in January?		    Yes		  No


Please complete this Interest form completely and return to the church office by September 28.

	[bookmark: _Hlk196392530]
September 2025

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	Labor Day                 1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	
	No Food Pantry
	6pm Gamblers Anonymous
	9:30am Wacky Walkers
10:30am Caring/Sharing
12-2pm Food Pantry
7pm Choir Practice

	5pm Praise Band  
630pm Lions Meeting 
	9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
12pm AA Meeting

	6pm Casual Worship

	7
	8
	9
	10
	                            11
	12
	13

	9am Adult Class
10:30am Worship 
1pm OIM
	9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry

	1030am Hospitality 
11am Baby Pantry
6pm Gamblers Anonymous
	9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
5pm Boy Scout
7pm Choir Practice
	5pm Praise Band
5pm Lions Dinner
	9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
12pm AA Meeting
2pm Healing Hearts
	Communion 
6pm Casual Worship
830am UMM Breakfast at Desi’s

	                    	   14
Communion 
9am Adult Class
10:30am Traditional 
1pm OIM

	                                15
9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
6:30pm Trustees
7:30pm Finance

	                               16
10am Hospitality Team
4:30pm Mission Outreach Team
6pm Gamblers Anonymous
	                                   17
9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
5pm Boy Scouts
7pm Choir Practice
	                            18
1pm UWF
5pm Praise Band
	                                19
9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
12pm AA Meeting

	                              20
6pm Casual Worship

	                                21
9am Adult Class
10:30am Traditional 
1pm OIM
	22
9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
6:30pm SPRC
7:30pm Ad Council
	23
9am Quirky Quilters
10:30am OHS Food Giveaway
11am Baby Pantry
6pm Gamblers Anonymous
	24
9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
5pm Boy Scouts
7pm Choir Practice
	25
5pm Praise Band
5pm Lions Dinner
	26
9:30am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
12pm AA Meeting


	27
6pm Casual Worship

	28
9am Adult Class
10:30am Traditional 1pm OIM


	                                29
930am Wacky Walkers
12-2pm Food Pantry
1pm F.I.S.H. Meeting
3:30 pm Huron Housing Hope
	30
12pm Lions Blood Drive
6pm Gamblers Anonymous

	
	October 11
10am-3pm
Fall Bazaar

	[image: A group of red leaves][image: A group of red leaves]
	





	Office Open 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Monday-Friday
umcoscoda@gmail.com
www.oscodaumc.com
YouTube and Facebook: Oscoda United Methodist Church


	Sent With Love and Hope
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 September 2025



A PLACE OF
GRACE NEWS

Monthly News from

OSCODA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
AND OSCODA INDIAN MISSION CHURCH
120 West Dwight St., Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-8591






Oscoda United Methodist Church
Oscoda Indian Mission Church
Pastor Pam Harkema
Worship at OUMC
Casual/Contemporary – Saturday at 6 p.m.
Traditional – Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Adult Sunday School 9 a.m.
Youth Sunday School during traditional worship
Worship at Oscoda Indian Mission
Traditional Worship 1 p.m.
7994 Alvin Rd., Oscoda MI  48750
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